Strategies to Reduce Financial Barriers to Inclusion

and Participation

The financial barrier to participation in sport is generally a tough one to overcome as a club, but with creative thinking and
support from diverse partnerships, there multiple ways to breakdown that barrier. This factsheet will highlight ideas you can
implement to your club.

Promote Government Funded Sports Vouchers

Most state governments in Australia provide a voucher program for kids to reduce the cost of participation. Clubs should
promote their relevant vouchers to all their players when advertising for registrations.
Below are the links to the voucher programs per state: ‘

Northern Territory: Sport Voucher Scheme
NSW: Active Kids Vouchers

Queensland: FairPlay Vouchers

South Australia: Sports Vouchers

Tasmania: Ticket to Play

Western Australia: KidSport

Victoria: Kids Voucher
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https://nt.gov.au/leisure/sport/sport-and-swim-vouchers/sport-voucher-scheme-urban/get-sport-vouchers-for-your-child
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/campaign/active-kids?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=savingsfinder&gclid=Cj0KCQjwpeaYBhDXARIsAEzItbE9oieD0BtvCk2dRgrJSkeqWQA0VeBMkan0iU0MRvGdikRZ3p2mR2AaAg6WEALw_wcB
https://www.qld.gov.au/recreation/sports/funding/fairplay
https://www.sportsvouchers.sa.gov.au/
https://tickettoplay.tas.gov.au/
https://www.dlgsc.wa.gov.au/funding/sport-and-recreation-funding/kidsport
https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/vouchers/
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Pricing Strategies

Some different pricing strategies to bring in more people who are price-conscious include:
» Early-bird discounts
e Multiple family-member discount
* New player introductory price discount
« Player/Parent Coach discount

Payment Plans

Clubs can create payment plans that can be standard or customised for the individual. Advertising publicly about the club
being open to payment plans can help attract those who feel registration fees could be a barrier to participation. Having an
easy method for members to contact the club about the payment plan is key to ensure they can easily setup a plan without
extra stress.

Second-hand Equipment Market

At the end of every season, your club could ask current players to donate their used football boots to the club where they will
be sold at a very low price (provided for free) for members in the new season. This can alleviate the cost of purchasing new
boots especially for children who grow out of boots very quickly. This could also be done with other apparel & equipment.
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Lowering Registration Fees for Volunteers

Clubs could provide individuals who volunteer their time, including coaching and managing teams, could “earn” a lower
registration fee for their child (or themselves). This could also help the club recruit more volunteers in key positions.

Participation fees could be subsidised from a variety of different sources including:

 Sponsorship income (sponsoring individuals/teams/age groups/program/club)

e Fundraising drives

 Profit from income generating programs
It's important to plan ahead and budget what should be coming into the club and assess who your club can help and how
much your club can afford to subsidise from different sources.
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